The Evolution of the Active Shooter & Critical Incidents:
Lessons Learned Three Critical Incidents Later

An in depth look into an agencies experiences, lessons learned and future preparations
stemming from Columbine, the Platte Canyon Hostage Situation and Deer Creek Middle School
Shooting (with Dr. Benke) occurring over a span of 11 years. Hear what really took place at
Columbine, the steps taken after which proved successful at Platte Canyon and the lessons
learned again at Deer Creek Middle School in February of 2010. Learn what can be done to
prepare your agency, your faculty, your community, and yourself for such an event in your
community as we face an ever-evolving challenge of protecting our kids.

Joe Deedon

He was employed as a Law Enforcement Officer with the Jefferson County
Sheriff’s Office, Colorado, from August 2002 to June 2010. He also
worked as a tactical operator with the Jefferson County Regional SWAT
team from 2005 -2009. Joe is a Kaminsky certified FTO and last
assignment was in the Patrol Division where he trained newly assigned
patrol Deputies. He has also instructed newly hired Officers and Deputies
from around the metro area that attend a Regional P.O.S.T. certified

4 Academy in the following areas; Building Searches, RAID, Traffic Stops and
Crowd Control.

In November of 2006 Joe received the Distinguished Service Medal and the Park County
Sheriff’s Commendation for his actions during the Platte Canyon High School incident. In May of
2007 Joe received the Medal of Valor for his actions during an officer involved shooting with a
barricaded gunman. In May of 2008 Joe received the Distinguished Service Medal for his
involvement in a high speed chase and apprehension of a shooting suspect. In February of
2011 Joe responded to his second school shooting incident which occurred at Deer Creek
Middle School. In February of 2011 Joe completed a mission in Afghanistan with the Marine
Corp as an Embedded Police Mentor. Since 2007 Joe has built, coordinated and conducted
active shooter and S.W.A.T. training for officers from over fifty different agencies in 12 states,
as owner and lead instructor of TAC*ONE Consulting.
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